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God has not been preparing the English-speaking and Teutonic peoples for a thousand years for nothing but vain and idle self-contemplation and self-admiration. No! He has made us master organizers of the world to establish system where chaos reigns. He has given us the spirit of progress to overwhelm the forces of reaction throughout the earth. He has made us adept in government that we may administer government among savage and senile peoples. Were it not for such a force as this the world would relapse into barbarism and night. And of all our race He has marked the American people as His chosen nation to finally lead in the regeneration of the world.12
Anti-imperialists objected that the conquest and retention of the Philip pines were a repudiation of our traditional tenet of the right of self-determination of peoples. But Senator Henry Cabot Lodge met this by the argument that the Malays were incapable of learning democracy. Others, to be sure, regarded the subject peoples as merely undeveloped and entirely capable of achieving, under American guardianship, an ultimate ability to govern themselves. Thus President McKinley, Senator Foraker, and others declared that our rule over the Filipinos was solely a trusteeship during which they might learn to rule themselves. This idea, championed by Woodrow Wilson, found official expression in 1916 in the Jones Act.
Anti-imperialism and Pacificism
The growing enthusiasm for colonialism and the cult of force met with opposition. The feeble peace movement of the 1880s and 1890s grew in strength with the growth of the opposition. In addition to the religious, ethical, and humanitarian arguments against war, navalism,,and imperialism, advocates of peace emphasized what they regarded as the wastefulness, the inexpediency, the futility of such policies and more strenuously than ever demanded arbitration and international organization as alternatives. The waxing movement for intervention in behalf of Cuban liberty was opposed on the grounds that the desired goal could be achieved through peaceful methods and that the doctrine of means justifying ends was a highly dangerous one.
Organized pacifists saw insurance of inevitable wars in the policies pursued by the leaders of the world, in international rivalries and balances of power. In general they talked as if such measures as curtailment
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